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Key information –

http://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/admissions/
http://devon.cc/admissionsonline
http://devon.cc/admissions
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Any eligible child2 whose Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) names this school will be admitted. 

Oversubscription criteria (to be used only if we need to prioritise applications where test scores are identical - see 
notes below): 
1. A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after but immediately after being looked after 

became subject to an adoption, child arrangements, or special guardianship order including those who appear 
[to the admission authority] to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as a 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-appeals-code
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-appeals-code
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-of-the-schools-adjudicator
http://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/admissions/
http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline
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The School’s Admissions Panel meets to consider the scores and discuss the allocation of places. Papers are marked, 
the candidates’ scores are ranked in order and the Panel determine the eligible score for admission.  
 

Standardised Score 
Standardisation is a statistical process that is designed to take account of the fact that older candidates are at an 
advantage when taking the 11+ test. Standardising the raw score makes it a level playing field for all candidates in the 
year. 
 
The test scores are adjusted to take account of age at the time they take the 11+. One taking the test might be born on 
the first day of the school year (September 1st) while another might be born on the last day (August 31st). With what 
amounts to a whole year’s difference in their ages, the older candidate is at an advantage: for example the older 
candidate will have had the opportunity to learn an additional year’s worth of vocabulary. As children are exposed to 
new vocabulary at the rate of more than 1,000 words per year, the difference can be very significant for the 11+ tests. 
To remove this unfairness, the marks are adjusted to make them “standard” for all candidates, regardless of their age. 
 
The GL scores are ranked in order to determine those eligible for admission. 
 

Outcome of the Tests 
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We will ask parents to say in writing with as much supporting evidence as they wish to provide why they are requesting 
admission outside the normal age group for a child. The admissions authority will consider this evidence and reach a 
decision in the child’s 

http://devon.cc/schoolsifs
mailto:pupil.services@torbay.gov.uk
http://www.torbay.gov.uk/schooladmissions.htm
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Independent School Admissions Appeals 

Clerk to the Torbay Independent Appeals Panel, Town Hall, Castle Circus, Torquay, TQ1 3DR 
01803 207087/207537 governance.support@torbay.gov.uk 

 
Devon School Admissions Service  

primaryschooladmissions@devon.gov.uk or admissions@devon.gov.uk   
Telephone contact through My Devon on 0345 155 1019 admissions@devon.gov.uk 

 
Devon County Council policies, information and admissions application forms  

devon.cc/admissionarrangements 
devon.cc/admissions 

 
Clerk to the Independent School Admissions Appeals 

0345 155 1019 devon.cc/appeals 
 
Devon Education Transport Team 

Telephone contact through My Devon on 0345 155 1019 devon.cc/schooltransport 
 
Children's Education Advisory Service – advice for service families 

01980 618244

mailto:governance.support@torbay.gov.uk
mailto:primaryschooladmissions@devon.gov.uk
mailto:admissions@devon.gov.uk
mailto:admissions@devon.gov.uk
http://devon.cc/admissionarrangements
http://devon.cc/admissions
http://devon.cc/appeals
http://devon.cc/schooltransport
mailto:enquiries@ceas.detsa.co.uk
http://www.education.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/education-and-skills-funding-agency
http://www.education.gov.uk/schoolsadjudicator
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Admissions 
authority 

This is the body responsible for proposing, consulting on and determining the admissions 
policy and also for reaching decisions about offering or refusing applications.  

Admissions Panel This is a group of senior members of staff and governors who will rank boys according to their 
scores, standardise scores and, where appropriate, moderate scores. 

Admission Number 
or PAN 

This is the equivalent of the Published Admission Number for Years 8 to 11. It indicates the 
number of places available in the Year Group. It will often be the same as the PAN originally 
determined for that Year Group when it was Year 7. It may be increased or decreased where 
the amount of accommodation has changed or because of reorganisation in the school.  

Appeals Where we have to refuse admission, most refusals will be because we believe it would 
“prejudice the provision of efficient education or the efficient use of resources”. This is the 
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be used, regardless of where the school is.  

Compulsory School 
Age 

Children reach compulsory school age on the prescribed day following their 5th birthday (or 
on their fifth birthday if it falls on a prescribed day). The prescribed days are 31 August, 31 
December and 31 March.  

General Data 
Protection 
Regulations 

Where one parent seeks information about an application for admission or to locate a child, 
we will seek a view from the LA about what information should be made available. The priority 
will be to safeguard the child and immediate family. Unless it is established that the non-
resident parent may not lawfully receive information about the child, the following information 
will be shared: the preferences expressed, the date of the application, name of the applicant 
and the outcomes of those preferences. 

Documentary 
evidence 

Once a place has been offered to a child, we may ask for evidence of identity – usually a 
short birth certificate. This may not be necessary where the child has been on roll at another 
school in England which can confirm that evidence has been seen at that school. The LA may 
also request evidence that a child’s address is genuine or that the person who made an 
application for admission was legally permitted to do so. 

Education, Health 
and Care Plans 
 

An Education, Health and Care Plan is a formal document issued by the Local Authority 
describing a child’s additional needs and how they will be provided for in a school. Any eligible 
child whose Education, Health and Care Plan names this school will be admitted. This will 
reduce the number of places available to other candidates accordingly. For In-Year 
admissions, the eligible child will be admit
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Fair Access 
Protocol 

All LAs are legally required to operate a Fair Access Protocol across their area and schools 
must take part in the Protocol. This ensures that children who are vulnerable and unable to 
access an appropriate school place under the standard In-Year admission arrangements for 
the area have an admissions safety net. This may mean that an eligible child is admitted here 
even though the school is full and other children have been refused admission. It is possible 
that we would have refused the application for admission but then be required to admit the 
child under this Protocol. 

Faith 
oversubscription 
criteria 

Schools designated with a religious character may give additional priority for admission where 
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Normal Round 
Admissions 

This is where a child joins the school at the first opportunity for admission to the Year Group. 
At this school it is at the beginning of September in Year 7. 

Objections to 
admissions policy 

Advice is available from the Office of the Schools Adjudicator on how to object to this policy. 
Objections must be made by 14 May 2024. 

Offers When a place is offered by us or by the LA on our behalf, we will assume that it is accepted 
unless we are told otherwise. We will contact parents after this to make admission 
arrangements - if a parent doesn’t confirm the place is required within two weeks of the offer 
letter, we or the LA will contact the parent again. If there is no response within a week of that 
contact, the offer may be withdrawn. 
 
It is important that when we offer places to some and refuse others we do so fairly and 
consistently. Where we have reason to believe that false or deliberately misleading 
information has been provided we will reconsider the offer using correct information. We may 
withdraw the offer if it would not have been made with the correct information, even if this is 
after admission. Places are offered on the basis of the address from which the child will attend 
school. Accurate information is particularly relevant for addresses. Where we believe it is 
necessary, we will ask for evidence of a child’s home address before admission. If a parent 
believes that the child’s address will change before admission, we must be informed. We will 
require evidence of a new address where this would give a higher priority for admission. 
 
Places will only be withdrawn if offered in error, if the parent has not responded to an offer 



https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/raising-the-achievement-of-disadvantaged-children/supporting-pages/pupil-premium
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If the tie-breaker above is not sufficient to distinguish between applicants in a particular 
oversubscription criterion, there will be a random ballot. This will be undertaken by a person 
independent of the school by the operation of an electronic list randomiser.  

Transgender 
children 

We welcome all applications and will consider applications for admission for transgender 
children on a case-by-case basis. We will support all pupils at this school who wish to discuss 
their gender identity during their education at the School. 
 
Under guidance from the Department for Education, “The Equality Act 2010 and schools:  
Departmental advice for school leaders, school staff, governing bodies and local authorities”, 
May 2014, section 3.19, pupils undergoing gender reassignment should be allowed to attend 
the single sex class that accords with the gender role in which they identify. We interpret this 
as applying to single-sex schools. This would not affect the single-sex status of this School. 

Type of school 

https://www.gov.uk/national-curriculum
https://www.gov.uk/schools-admissions/admissions-criteria
https://www.gov.uk/children-with-special-educational-needs
https://www.gov.uk/children-with-special-educational-needs
https://www.gov.uk/school-discipline-exclusions/exclusions

